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of which company a part still exists. On the i8th of October I gave you a short view of the nature of the then government, and added what seemed to be the probable termination. I therein observed that whether France would pass to that point through the medium of a triumvirate or other small body of men seemed as yet undetermined, but that I thought it most probable she would. At that period things were wound up very high, and ever since the utmost uncertainty has prevailed as to the stroke which would be given. I enclose herein a copy of what I wrote you the i2th of last month, since which both the Danton-ists and He"bertists are crushed. The fall of Danton seems to terminate the idea of a triumvirate. The chief who would in such case have been one of his colleagues has wisely put out of the _way a dangerous competitor. Hence it would seem that the high-road must be laid through the Comit6 de Salut Public, unless, indeed, the army should meddle. But as to the army, no character seems as yet to have appeared with any prominent feature; neither is there so much discipline as would give an aspiring character just ground of hope. It is a wonderful thing, sir, that four years of convulsion among four and twenty millions of people has brought forth no one, either in civil or military life, whose head would fit the cap which fortune has woven. Robespierre has been the most consistent, if pot the only consistent. He is one of those of whom Shakespeare's Caesar speaks to his frolicsome companion, 'He loves no*plays as thou dost, Antony.' There is no imputation against him for corruption. He is far from rich, and still further from appearing so. It is said that his idol is ambition, but I think that the establish-
of the chief instigators of the events of the loth of August. Robespierre had him condemned to death as a partisan of Danton, and he was guillotined ia April, 1794.                                                              ' i .ad then particularly in view were Chabot * and company,
